
The Daylesford Celebration Weekend.  18 - 20 March 2016 
 

The main street of Daylesford with its old shop frontage poses a lingering ambience typical of many 

old Victorian gold towns. At the same time the beauty of Jubilee lake, nearby Hepburn Springs, and 

Trentham attracts tourists to what has become a busy, contemporary new age town with rainbow flags 

and roadside tarot card readings. 

 

The CAV advance party arrived early Friday afternoon and set up the Cornish display at the 

Daylesford & District Historical Society museum. The extensive building originally a School of 

Mines built in the 1890s now houses a very large and impressive collection of artefacts. Members set 

out a new attractive series of professionally 

produced posters generously donated by Val. 

Goldswothy. 

 

The weekend really began with an informal 

“Meet the Cornish” in the flag decorated 

Anglican Hall. Marcus Curnow explained the 

significance of a “Cornish Shout” and plenty 

of hearty singing set the tone amid a lovely 

spread of food. About 70 attended with 

cousins from NSW, SA, Melbourne, Geelong, 

Ballarat, Bendigo and one even from 

Queensland. 

 

Saturday morning was fresh but under a patchy 

blue sky we gathered on the over-burden of the 

mine at Cornish Hill with its sweeping views of 

the town to unveil a handsome memorial stone 

that for some years had been placed in the 

‘drekly basket.’ A few metres from an old 

covered mine shaft we commemorated our 

pioneering Cornish ancestors. Deputy Mayor 

Pierre Niclas  (Hepburn Shire Council) and 

Terry Bellair of  the Cornish Hill Management 

Committee spoke, followed by our President 

Beryl Curnow. While some in the town 

were understandably cautious about the 

influence of ‘outsiders’ it was obvious that 

the visit of the CAV provided renewed 

encouragement. 

 

Before unveiling the plaque Beryl’s 

descriptive address urged the locals to 

own their proud mining heritage as part of 

the local tourist promotion. The clouds 

were dark and threatening that afternoon 

and we missed our past patron, the late 

Bill Phillips at the Cornish Gorsedh   but 

high in the tree tops white Corella parrots 

 

 

 



squawked their approval as about 28 Bards with 

banners paraded to the circle in Jubilee Park. 

The weekend marked the 30th anniversary of the 

Gorsedh in Australia and it co-incided with the 

30th anniversary of the CAV. Saturday evening 

we celebrated by joining in a Gala Dinner at the 

luxurious Grange Bellinzona where we dined on 

Atlantic Salmon and Porterhouse steak. President 

Beryl announced and introduced our new patron, 

long standing member Professor Richard 

Snedden and we cut a handsome birthday cake 

donated by Arthur and Robyn Coates. Following 

toasts, we were addressed by Barry Files, 

President of the local Daylesford History Society.  

 

A sunny Palm Sunday led to the huge red 

brick chapel of the Uniting Church. The 

heritage pipe organ accompanied our singing while Rev Jenny Hayes and past president Rev Robert 

Gribben led us in giving thanks for Cornish Saints. 

 

The weekend was marked by an informality that allowed plenty of time for some to enjoy the botanic 

gardens, a train journey, local galleries and walking around the lake. 

  

In contrast to the Saturday evening we entered the world of the Italian pioneer on Sunday night with a 

meal at the old heritage Macaroni Factory in Hepburn Springs. . As we tucked into the pasta we were 

treated to stories of the past and we joined in a few Italian love songs. A great weekend concluded 

with a thank you to our President and Secretary and then we surprised our host by parting with a solid 

Trelawney and an oggie, oggie, oggie.  

 

Ted Curnow  

March 2016 

 

 

 

 


