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Three Netters Down in Two Months!! 

13/03/2004 

 
Three fishing trawlers 

(netters) have been lost 

over two months and when 

I expressed concern, the 

locals gave me the 

impression that this was 

not unusual during the 

winter months. The 

diverse way of life in this 

corner of God’s world 

continues to amaze me.  

 

The last tragedy took place 

when the 32 foot Cornish 

boat “Sabre” sank 19 miles 

off the Lizard late on 

Saturday night. A 42-year-

old Newlyn man was lost, 

presumed drowned. He left 

two small children and a 

partner expecting another 

child. 
 

Malcolm (Muller) and Carl 

the skipper survived. Carl 

went below deck because 

the engine revs had 

dropped. It was Ok but he 

went on to say, “then as I 

came out on deck the stern 

went down, water came in and within seconds we were sinking. (swamped by heavy 

seas) The Lifeboat wouldn’t inflate and there was shouting and screaming. Malcolm 

who had been on three previous boats lost at sea said the water was freezing and he 

was going unconscious after a few minutes. They managed to scramble onto their life 

raft and were rescued by a Naval helicopter 12 hours later. 

 

The “Penlee” Lifeboat helped to search for the missing man Mark Jose, Emma his 

partner knew they were overdue and in trouble. While there are plenty of old paintings 

depicting the scene of distraught wives looking out to sea for the return of the fleet, 

the reality is it still happens to this very day in Cornwall. Friends on shore look and 

wait anxiously for the next bit of news. Will they come home? The Royal National 

Mission to Deep Sea Fisherman at Newlyn has the job of breaking the news to family 

and friends. “Sometimes after long hours of ‘hanging on’ it sadly concludes with the 

words “We are so sorry the search has been called off.” 

 

Penlee Lifeboat 


