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DON’T BE A BUNNY – 
EASTER PEOPLE 2005 

 

Easter arrived earlier than usual on 27 March and then there was the weather forecast. 

All sorts of experts predicted all sorts of conditions and this contributed to a general 

anxiousness fanned by a media that reported a drop in Easter Bookings. 

 

Tourism is the life-blood of Cornwall. The economy and Industry is as dependent on 

seasonal conditions as earlier sea-faring generations were. A little sunshine and 

people emerge from everywhere like butterflies to fill the streets and bask on golden 

sands. Some 4.1 million visitors are attracted to Cornwall each year presenting a 

challenge that the Church has found difficult to address in any significant way. 

Thankfully the Western Morning News (March 26) reported a last minute surge of 

holidaymakers worth 150 million pounds so optimism returned.  

 

The weather is always unpredictable here because Cornwall is a peninsula surrounded 

by sea. The Easter weekend turned out to be a mixture of sunshine, haze and odd 

showers, but this did not prevent Lorinda, Ross (a friend) and myself doing a quick 

climb and look around from Trencrom Hill on the Sunday after noon. (from which you 

can see both North and South Coasts)  

 

The cream of Cornwall’s gardens 

were open as part of the ongoing 

Cornish Festival of Spring 

Gardens, showcasing exotic 

plants, shrubs and flowers.  Then 

there was the serious world 

champion egg throwing 

competition in Truro into its 17th 

year, Pairs of competitors line up 

in front of the Heron Inn and 

throw fresh eggs to each other. Each time they make a catch they take a step back and 

thus the pair that throw the longest distance win a chocolate egg and take the title for 

the year!! 

 

Then there is the time honoured 

Good Friday tradition of Trigging 

for Cockles in the Helford Estuary. 

Scores of families search the 

mudflats for seafood delicacies, an 

annual event dating back hundreds 

of years. A by-law protects the 

smaller shells but the practice 

covers the Helford, Fal, Fowey 

and Looe estuaries.  
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At St Erth, part of our 

Hayle/St Ives Circuit they 

have a plastic duck race 

down the Hayle river while 

at St Ives at Consol Pool 

near our Hellesveor Church 

local families gather to sail 

small boats. This is an old 

practice that stems from the 

early fisherman who would 

fill in time by carving hand 

made boats from spare bits 

of wood Our ladies provide coffee for the crowd that gather to dabble and poke their 

small yachts with long sticks. 

 

The media had taken the usual community survey to discover that about half of those 

interviewed were unaware of the meaning of Easter. The ‘Churches Together’ (Aussie 

Inter- Church council) had 

distributed Service times to the 

main hotels and guests houses. I 

had written an article for two 

newspapers. While busyness does 

not necessarily equate with 

godliness, we were probably 

victims of ‘The things we always 

do here,’ syndrome. Sadly the 

nature of ministry during our time 

here has been directed towards 

preserving many small churches 

all trying to sustain their meetings 

and festive celebrations with few 

resources. Our Methodist and Inter-church programme listed 22 Easter events. I 

displayed an Easter Poster and wrote a handout for the March of Witness, “Don’t be a 

Bunny”, and then we pastorally managed to share communion with a number of shut 

in folk before Friday. All of this however seemed like a drop it the bucket alongside 

of an intense and varied time of festivity in the community. Over the seven days of 

Holy week and the weekend we attended 13 of the 33 events and I led and preached 

on nine occasions. In addition to Good Friday and Easter Sunday Services we shared 

in dinners, Lenten lunches, enjoyed 

hot cross buns, a sunrise service and 

breakfast, rotating evening services, 

a meditation at the Tomb and a 

Passover reflection. 

 

As we walked the foreshore and 

streets in a ‘March of Witness’ to a 

coastal outcrop called ‘the Island” I 

recalled Henry Trevorrow, our 84 

year old neighbour telling me that 

when there were six Bake houses in 

St Ives and he worked for his father 
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as a baker’s boy, at 7 am on Good Friday he would sell hot cross buns along Island 

road for 1 penny each. (he insisted they were bigger and better than those of today) If 

you bought a baker’s dozen you would also get one free. The Village of those days 

had now been swamped by tourists. About 100 local christians joined the march and I 

read a final passage at the top of the Hill by the Sailor’s Chapel before we dispersed.  

 

We finished off the weekend with and evening at St Elwyn’s church Hayle enjoying 

the St Stythians Male Voice Choir and all of this was topped off with a pasty supper!! 

 

Easter People 29 March – 3 April    Theme “Free Spirit”.  
 

This annual event gathers 12 – 

16 thousand people across three 

resort venues, Torquay, 

Scarborough and Southport and 

is organised by a key Methodist 

Minster, Rev Rob Frost of 

“Share Jesus International”. 

There are other English events 

that are similar and that gathers 

Christians on mass. Eg. Spring 

Harvest, Green Belt and 

Faithworks  

 

Our friends, The Balsdons, 

Thomas’s and Paynters, had urged us to taste this expanded Methodist experience 

beyond the isolated, parochial bounds of Cornwall. We were centered at Torquay in 

Devon on the English Riviera, a beautiful spot on the coast peppered with sea front 

hotels and 

guesthouses. It was 

refreshing to see 

people open their 

Bibles eager to enjoy 

a sound exposition of 

Romans 8, a 

declaration of 

Christian freedom. We 

had tons of options to 

choose from so we visited Brixham harbour one afternoon.  

 

Since being in this part of the world we have had a window into the struggle and 

growth of the Church in Eastern Europe. In our own Circuit one evening we heard 

from a small church in Bosnia who had assisted 100,000 refugees over the past ten 

years. The persecuted church from Romania, Nigeria, Sri Lanka and North Korea 

challenged us at Easter People with some very moving stories and I concluded that we 

have an urgent need to develop sound teaching about the importance of suffering. As 

a church we can move too quickly from Good Friday to Easter Sunday and avoiding 

the pain in some way we miss the gain!! Rob Frost’s book, “Freedom fighters,” 

promoted during the week of meetings, alerted the church to rapid changes slowly 

unpicking social reforms set in place during the 19 century. It was claimed that the 

long held Judeo-Christian heritage is increasingly threatened by subtle expressions of 
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political correctness that rob Christians of important rights especially in the multi-

cultural context. This included the sale of Bibles and Nativity scenes as being 

inappropriate, Christmas being called Winterfest and the Biblical text being hate 

literature against gay people!! 

 

Some weeks before Easter, I had 

written a paper on Socio-political 

reflections. It was both affirming and 

alarming to hear a team of Christian 

politicians, sociologists, missiologists 

and a barrister not only confirming 

some of my perceptions, but saying that 

things were much worse than I could 

have imagined Their passion and 

urgency was intended as a wakeup call 

saying that the withdrawal; of our rights 

to propagate the faith, and to freedom of speech was in fact the first step toward 

repression and even persecution in this country.  

 

While this was alarming I found it again consistent with the demise and erosion of 

institutional Christianity that is now giving birth to a much more radical form of 

church. (The Easter People 

Programme included an option 

called “Emerging Church’ that 

appealed mainly to the younger 

generation)  

 

American Tom Sine with his 

address “Mustard Seed versus 

MacWorld” personally filled an 

important vacuum for me. Using 

passages, Isaiah 2:1-4, 25:6, Luke 

15:11, Isaiah 37. We were 

challenged to allow a fresh vision and hope of the Kingdom to take hold and to 

choose to celebrate it’s coming instead of allowing modern culture to shape us. We 

were encouraged to invite the creative Spirit of God to rewrite our lives as we all 

come to the Mountain of Zion. We can rediscover the kingdom of God as a social 

vision as well as a Theology. “In fact we have a better dream. We’re coming home as 

a multi-cultural family so make God’s Kingdom purpose your purpose. Commit to 

Jesus and the Kingdom.” It dawned with greater clarity and impact that with an inner 

spiritual change Christians need an understanding of contemporary culture. When we 

see through these values they prompt a radical counter-culture - a change of life style.  

 

I had presented a series of pre-Easter sermons on the Beatitudes, a description of 

Spirit inspired Kingdom values and this no doubt added to the impact so that I 

concluded I needed to cling less-- to dream and celebrate more. While we can see 

seeds that will lead to increased pressures on Christians in the west much quicker that 

we may think, the free spirit, the bold celebration of the King and the Kingdom I now 

feel sure will continue to empower an authentic church in the future. 

 

It had been a significant Easter indeed.  
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Don’t be a Bunny? 
(The meaning of Good Friday and Easter) 

 

We all enjoy chocolate Easter eggs, bunnies, hot cross buns and holidays. Beyond 

these special treats, the real meaning of Easter is about a death that brings life. 

 

The film “The Passion of Christ” depicted the events we remember on Good Friday. 

On this day Christian people everywhere recall Jesus’ Crucifixion. A public 

procession where we carry a Cross and read the Scriptures is a visible way of 

recounting what happened. This was no ordinary death. It was foretold in ancient 

prophecy that one special innocent person would die for the guilty. Jesus likened 

himself to the Shepherd who willingly laid down his life for His sheep.  

 

It is ‘Good’ Friday because after this awful death comes life on Easter Sunday. Jesus 

smashed the final power of death. His resurrection is a sign that proves He did this 

and that He is God. He left an empty tomb behind and appeared repeatedly for 40 

days after His resurrection. 

 

This means Easter is more that a ‘stuffy religious tradition.’ One day you and I will 

die, we can be sure of this! Who better then to entrust with your life and death, than 

one who has been there and back? 

 

At the centre of Christian experience is a transformation that goes beyond Easter eggs 

and that helps us to make sense out of life. 

 

Today the living Jesus stands at the door of our lives asking for entrance. You can 

discover His living presence and what it is to personally share in His death and 

resurrection.  

 

Contact the Church of your choice today. 


